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The “creatwe class is the catchrest
out of city planners mouths iy years :
It’s the new knowledge ‘worker; t he new urbantsrn, ie
new regtonahsm, the new 18-hour downtown, the new'
“nixed-use; in essence, the new win-win. And as with.
any kids’ “catch: phrase that is sucldenly known toall thex'
parents it’s kind of over.: -
No offense to R1chard Florrda_—- auth: r of the be
mg  book © 'Ihe Rise of the Creative Class ‘who now ha
- day jobat George Mason ‘University — “because: I belleve
in his prmcrples, his vision fot cities: and his observ 1S
‘of tech- frrendhness and live- and let- work tolerance. He
right about a lot, and what he 5 reall)r talkmg about is: what -
people who love cities have been talkmg about all along S
— we care about where we l1ve -_
 And we'd rather it notbeina str1p rnall Or over ati appe-
tizer sampler platter at the Ohve Garden. Ot hstenmg to'zam
morning Djsina two—hour MOrning commute t0 thi¢ office
But il the economic development rush to get into
fhe creative- class act — a Greater Washmgton Initiative
committee Iwas part of earl1er this year began to dlssect
creative- class issues; and Fatrfax “officials are hostmg a
summit on the matter — ‘we're at risk of losing s some of th
message, or in'some cases, downnght jgrioring it.
- "This means youl, rth
Fu‘st, the good ne
gest chunk of Northern Vlrgrma
ulation ﬁnally are working together ancl (
‘goal: biotech- hub status at long last.-_ _
atid counties actoss  the co et
hubs; they 3 wanted to be 'ototech hubs" '
be the least of V1rg1ma §
Loudoun Prince willi _ 1€
rnakmgs ‘ofan 1ncred1blv focused force upth err.econom'
development sleeves. And, betting bigona few ey proje
and some ex1st1ng fast—growmg c1rcumstances, they're
' bound to get a big return on worklng and plavlng well with
then' nelghbors S
- This week, 'Loudoun unty u _
g Medlcal Inst1tute on the $500 rmlhon ]aneha Farrn carn—
- pus, full'of unpresswe scientist types who. could ve gone
_ anvwhere They chiose Ashburn: Go figt re.
‘Butof course they did. The county mtght not have miich
" in'the. wav of venture caprtal or wet labs, buit it r does hav i
plentv of space, a few tax breaks and a passton for ‘achie
plaver status It 5, 1o, Montgomery Countv-ye't butaddina

catch phrase to come-: : i




