Miami Beach has a ‘blotto-tourism’
problem.
It’s time to regulate the party
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People stand on a car and fill the streets of a residential South Beach neighborhood during spring break in
Miami Beach on Mar. 21, 2021. DANIEL A. VARELA DVARELA@MIAMIHERALD.COM

Miami Beach has reached a critical inflection point. Spurred by geographic shifts occurring in
the wake of the pandemic, the city and the broader region are increasingly becoming new hubs
for the tech, finance, media and real estate industries, attracting companies and talent from
coastal cities like New York, San Francisco and Los Angeles. But Miami Beach also faces some
deep challenges, most visible in its so-called entertainment district, the area that runs along
Ocean Drive, Collins and Washington Avenues, more or less from Fifth Street to 15th Street. It's
an area that has been rife with partying and, unfortunately, increasing violence.

There’s a name for what is vexing the area and Miami Beach broadly — over-tourism. It has
plagued cities like Rome, Venice, Barcelona, Paris and more. Left to its own devices, over-
tourism metastasizes and destroys the fabric of places. It damages their brands and tarnishes
their images. In Miami Beach, over-tourism has turned into what | call “blotto-tourism” —



where people travel to an area to party and get drunk — fueled by the pent-up energy of the
pandemic and enabled by cheap airfares and accommodations.

The over-tourism plaguing Miami Beach is at odds with its emerging knowledge economy.
Miami Beach’s share of the knowledge, professional and creative class workers that drive this
new economy now rivals that of Silicon Valley, Boston or Washington, D.C.

Voting with their feet

Left unchecked, over-tourism will jeopardize all that progress. Residents are increasingly
concerned about rising crime and disorder, feeling that the city is becoming more dangerous
and less family friendly. People can and do vote with their feet. Families, especially those with
young children will move out, as some are already doing, further weakening the fabric of
neighborhoods. If these trends continue, they may even threaten the city’s ability to draw and
retain major events like Art Basel

Other communities have gotten their over-tourism under control and Miami Beach must do so
as well. An immediate part solution is to regulate the party. It does not mean that people can’t
have fun, but the “fun” can’t be allowed to undermine the fabric of the community. Over-run
European cities from Amsterdam and Reykjavik to Milan, Venice and Rome — and closer to
home, Palm Springs, California — have taken steps to regulate tourist behavior, limiting noise,
curtailing outdoor drinking and putting in place earlier closing hours for clubs and bars.

These communities have also taken steps to cut back or eliminate cheap hotels and short-term
accommodations. Such an oversupply not only leads to low prices and a race to the bottom, it
also takes away a crucial source of affordable workforce housing for residents and workers.
Paris and Barcelona have put in place more stringent regulations on short-term rentals.
Alexandria, Virginia, raised taxes on restaurant meals by 1% and uses the additional revenue for
affordable housing.

Miami Beach’s downtown

Another part of the solution is to make the area better. Urbanists call this “place-making.” With
simple programming and not a lot of expense, Ocean Drive and Lummus Park could be
transformed into an area that benefits residents with open-air markets, food trucks, farmers
markets, outdoor health and wellness activities, crafts for kids and more.

The reality, of course, is that the entertainment district is more than a party place. It is Miami
Beach’s downtown. Successful downtowns are not just places to drink and carouse; they are
multifunctional, mixed-used places. Many of the people who are moving to Miami Beach are
looking for a complete, 15-minute community, where they can work and do all they activities of
daily life nearby. They want an office that they can walk or ride a bike or take a scooter to. It's



time to put in place the zoning and building codes that will allow offices and co-working spaces
to be developed and turn the area into a real, live-work anchor for the community.

Ultimately, unregulated over-tourism threatens to undermine the broader fabric not just of the
entertainment district but of the broader community, spilling over into adjacent residential
neighborhoods. It is critical to protect those neighborhoods and the city before it is too late.

Richard Florida is one of the world’s leading urbanists. A part-time resident of Miami Beach, he
is professor at the University of Toronto and author of The Rise of the Creative Class and The
New Urban Crisis.



